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layers of stratification showed, originally been horizontal but had
bent down under its own weight into this position.    I cut away
some pieces of ice about the point marked with a
cross, where  there  had  been  great  longitudinal
pressure  and  long continued  yielding, and took
them into the sunshine.    As usual the little discs
appeared in the ice, which lie at right angles to
the optic axis, and enabled me to see that the majority of the
crystals had their optic axes at right angles to the stress.    This
suggests that under pressure the crystals whose axes are end on,
give up their material to others.
Buchanan supposes that at any temperature glacier ice contains liquid in the shape of strong brine, which diminishes in quantity and increases in strength as the temperature falls. But if this lies in thin films separating the crystals, would a bar be able to support a tension of several atmospheres ?
I am yours very truly,
JAMES C. M°CONNEL.
KNOOKDOLIAN, COLMONELL, AYBSHIBB.
September 5tk, 1889.
DEAR SIR,
Your paper on " Crystallisation and Liquefaction as influenced by Stresses Tending to Change of Form in the Crystals " has been forwarded to me here. It was extremely kind of you to have a manuscript copy made. On my way through London I paid a visit to the library at the British Museum and read your paper. But it will be most useful to me to have the full text at hand, as it appears to me to have a most important bearing on the plasticity of ice. I have not yet attempted to follow out the new thoughts suggested by it; for I am taking complete holiday, spending a few weeks at home before starting again for another year in Switzerland. I shall leave for Davos in about a fortnight.
I was very sorry to hear of the failure of your eyesight and that you have been compelled to resign your Professorship. But I hope that your eyes may, as you-say, do much good service yet. With many thanks I am
Yours very truly,
JAMES C. MCCONNEL.